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§380.1 Purpose.

The regulations in this part imple-
ment the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s procedures under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of
1969. These regulations supplement the
regulations of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality, 40 CFR parts 1500
through 1508 (1986). The Commission
will comply with the regulations of the
Council on Environmental Quality ex-
cept where those regulations are incon-
sistent with the statutory require-
ments of the Commission.

§380.2 Definitions and terminology.

For purposes of this part—

(a) Categorical exclusion means a cat-
egory of actions described in §380.4,
which do not individually or cumula-
tively have a significant effect on the
human environment and which the
Commission has found to have no such
effect and for which, therefore, neither

§380.2

an environmental assessment nor an
environmental impact statement is re-
quired. The Commission may decide to
prepare environmental assessments for
the reasons stated in §380.4(b).

(b) Commission means the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission.

(c) Council means the Council on En-
vironmental Quality.

(d) Environmental assessment means a
concise public document for which the
Commission is responsible that serves
to:

(1) Briefly provide sufficient evidence
and analysis for determining whether
to prepare an environmental impact
statement or a finding of no significant
impact.

(2) Aid the Commission’s compliance
with NEPA when no environmental im-
pact statement is necessary.

(3) Facilitate preparation of a state-
ment when one is necessary. Environ-
mental assessments must include brief
discussions of the need for the pro-
posal, of alternatives as required by
section 102(2)(E) of NEPA, of the envi-
ronmental impacts of the proposed ac-
tion and alternatives, and a listing of
agencies and persons consulted.

(e) Environmental impact statement
(EIS) means a detailed written state-
ment as required by section 102(2)(C) of
NEPA. DEIS means a draft EIS and
FEIS means a final EIS.

(f) Environmental report or ER means
that part of an application submitted
to the Commission by an applicant for
authorization of a proposed action
which includes information concerning
the environment, the applicant’s anal-
ysis of the environmental impact of the
action, or alternatives to the action re-
quired by this or other applicable stat-
utes or regulations.

(g) Finding of no significant impact
(FONSI) means a document by the
Commission briefly presenting the rea-
son why an action, not otherwise ex-
cluded by §380.4, will not have a signifi-
cant effect on the human environment
and for which an environmental impact
statement therefore will not be pre-
pared. It must include the environ-
mental assessment or a summary of it
and must note other environmental
documents related to it. If the assess-
ment is included, the FONSI need not
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